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It's easy to take modern conveniences for granted, but I'm often reminded that

expats™! in the 21st century have it pretty good*?.

3

Email, social media, and video chat apps®® make it easy to stay in touch with

friends and family back home. (I\International flights might be expensive, but there are

still many travel options available. We can also enjoy little things like following our fa-

vorite sports team or getting our favorite snacks delivered, thanks to modern technolo-
gy and services.

Not long ago, people living abroad relied on international letters or telephone calls
to keep in touch with loved ones. A former colleague of mine living in Japan told me
that, before the Internet, his parents in the U.S. would send (Zhi)_;rg VHS tapes™* of his fa-
vorite football team’s games, but " they would arrive weeks later.

)_
(4\Now, I can watch my favorite hockey team live on TV or even on my smartphone

while riding the train or relaxing at the park. One winter day, I even watched them

score an important goal while going up on a ski lift.

I realized how convenient life is in Japan during the digital age when I visited Na-
gasaki and the Dejima museum*”.

Dejima used to be an artificial island. It was the only place where foreign people
could stay during Japan's period of national isolation*®. Dejima was tiny, just a little big-
ger than a soccer field, and it was a trading post®’ for Dutch merchants during most of
the Edo Period. It was Japan’'s main way of connecting with other countries.

As I wandered around the restored and re-created*® buildings that made up this

tiny district, (5\1 couldn’t help but think of how boring it must have been to be one of the

Dutch merchants living there for months or years at a time. There were books and

9

games - including billiards*”, one of the many things introduced to Japan by the Dutch

and sometimes, " they had dinner parties and probably a fair bit of*'° alcohol, but not

being able to go out and explore the beautiful Nagasaki landscape or discover Japan’s
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unique culture and food would have caused me to go stir-crazy*™.

Then there’s the matter of staying connected to the people back home.

Unlike today’s streaming*", video chats or even VHS tapes, these merchants’ only

*13

connection to the Netherlands™ ~ was the people arriving on a handful of ships per year.

So, the next time my hockey streaming doesn’t work, or I can’t connect to a video
chat, I'll be sure to remember those Dutch . traders who were patient enough to wait
for months just to get a little news from home.

(Wit : The Japan Times Alpha, Friday, April 28, 2023 “Staying in touch” X ) —#RetZ)

(3]

expats™' : ESMERED A

have it pretty good™® : ¢ THEIFN TV 5

apps™ (=applications) : (A v ¥2—%D) 7Y, 7SV r—ar (V7 })

VHS tapes™ : (VHS F&®) ¥F+5—7

Dejima museum ™ : HEERME GHERROHBBEOEYWREFEORFIEREINLTVWD)

national isolation*® : §H[%l

trading post™’ : 225 T

restored and re-created™® : 5yt - HE LSz

billiards*’ : 1) ¥ — F

a fair bit of " ~ : R Y O~

stir-crazy™ :FLE ZAICHULRAD SN TEANEII L L

streaming™: (L ¥ ¥ —% v bD) AP —3I VT (FFEI7ANVRHE 7 74 V2%
BLAEDBSY TV A LA THETE L)

the Netherlands*" : + 5 >~ %
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I am accustomed to ( ) with the elderly.
1. talk 2. talking
3. be talking 4. be talked

HHRDPEBATHZ L2, BNTHERRATIZI v,

Don't forget ( ) the teacher that I will be late tomorrow.
1. tell 2. telling
3. to tell 4. to be told

P T NZ0TIE, 2245 200km bEENL TV 5,

The town ( ) he was born is 200 kilometers away from here.
1. where 2. which
3. whose 4. of which

PR ZEEIZHE N XTI, RITRIIHELTLE > T/,

By the time she arrived at the airport, the plane ( ).
1. will leave 2. gone
3. is leaving 4. had already left

X lZPAEFONIE, KELEHTELTT .

The Sapporo Snow Festival is famous ( ) its large snow statues.
1. of 2. to

3. for 4. in
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As the days get ( ), traffic accidents are more likely to occur.
1. shorten 2. shortage
3. shortest 4. shorter

7T ANITHF VAR TG 72 STz,

The glass was filled ( ) blue liquid.
1. with 2. In
3. by 4. of

AT EAFNHEIZHIZE D L HICBWTEIRIZH A o 7228, HEELRICK Db 5 72,

I hurried to the station in time to catch the last train, but ( ) vain.
1. to 2. for
3. in 4. on

VB CRIASE > T2 s, A BbI3ERTX L o72TL LI,

Ifit ( ) in the final, we wouldn’t have won the championship.
1. have rained 2. had rained
3. rained 4. rains

INZEPSHERIHFTYavy By FE—VIZEZTT,
A three minute walk from the bus stop will ( ) you to the shopping mall.
1. go 2. arrive

3. bring 4. leave
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: This sushi is amazing.

- You should eat more.
( )
- Me, too.

: I'm sure I will.

: Do you recommend that restaurant?
: ( )
: Do you want to go together this weekend?

: Sure, I'd love to.

: T only have 500 yen, but it costs 1,000 yen.
: I can lend you 500 yen.
N )

. Of course.

: Have you looked at that comic book I gave you last week?
t( )
: I think you'll like it.
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: ( )
: Just a few days.
: Did you buy many souvenirs?

: Just a couple for my family.

: ( )
: A few days ago.
: Did you have a good time?

. Yeah, it was great!

: Do you know how to download YouTube videos?
t( )
: Great! Can you show me?

: Sure.

* Your dormitory room is quite big.
:( )
* Yes, it's much bigger than I thought it would be.

: Hmm, I guess it is pretty big.

i
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A :Is that a turtle?

B :( )

A @ Turtles are so cute.

B : Yes, they sure are.

(I

A : Can I borrow your tent?

B : Of course.

A )

B : Whenever you're done using it. No hurry.
[#IR]

1. How long were you gone?

. Yes, I just got it.

. When do you want it back?
. Are you sure?

. I think T will.

. When did you get back?

. Yes, it's very popular.

. Of course! It's very easy.

© 00 N O O s~ W N

. Not yet.

[a—
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Do you think so?
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Why (1. my 2. don't 3. come 4. place 5. you

sometime?

FNZIOHARTTHEIILTB22ITNER) T8 A,
We (1. till 2. must 3. secret 4. a 5. keep

September.
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Can you (1. what 2. imagine 3. the 22™ century 4.

6. will)?

MY B U728, BT TR LH) E LT
We (1. about 2. leave 3. were 4. it 5. when

rain.

HEEDPEBICET 52D, BETE LR MEXDHE2HTT,
My grandmother (1. respect 2. worthy 3. because

6. not) she is rich but because she has wisdom.

6. to) for lunch

6. it) the end of

like 5. be

6. to) started to

4. is 5. of



