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When most people think of London, they ( @O ) a busy metropolis crowded with
people, traffic, and buildings. While this is true, there’s another side to the city that often
goes unrecognised by casual visitors. This is the many ( @ ) that live there and bring
natural colour to an otherwise urban landscape.

London is home to a ( & ) variety of creatures. Birds are a particularly ( @ )
part of the life of the ( (& ). Trafalgar Square, in the heart of Westminster, is home to
countless pigeons. In fact, there are so many that the local council became concerned and
installed anti-pigeon measures, such as spikes and wires, which were supposed to stop
them from landing. Still, this hasnot ( ® ) the birds, and they continue to gather in the
area, where tourists often feed them despite being asked not to by warning signs.

The Tower of London is also famous for its birds, with nine ravens™ living there full
time at the ( @ ). There is an old legend that, if the ravens ever ( ) the Tower,
then the kingdom will fall, so they are encouraged to stay. Nobody knows exactly when
they started to live there, or how long the legend has ( @ ), although it has certainly
been for hundreds of years. While it may be just a story, the staff are careful to keep the
birds happy and well looked after.

In the many parks around the city, an even larger range of bird life can be found. In
Regent’s Park, for example, it is not uncommon to see the characteristic black and white
shape of a magpie™ as it searches for food. They often travel in pairs, but there is a British
tradition that, if you see a magpie by ( ), you are supposed to greet it and say
something to show respect, such as “Good morning, my Captain.” This is supposed to
(@ ) bad luck away.

In St. James’ Park, near Buckingham Palace, there is a circular lake where many swans
gather and float grandly on the water. These birds seem to feel ( @ ) and comfortable
around humans, and perhaps they are right to do so, as, under English law, certain types of
swan are considered to belong to the Royal Family, and have done so for nearly a thousand
years. In fact, several people have been punished in the past for harming these creatures,
so this is a tradition to ( @ ) seriously.

If you walk through the city at night and it is quiet enough, you might hear the
characteristic call of an owl. On a clear day, if you look up, you ( ) sometimes see a

falcon flying in the sky. When Christmas draws close, locals know to look for robins, with



their red breasts and loud song. As you pass the rivers that run through Camden, you
might see ducks, moorhens and geese, all swimming happily. London may be a place made
by human beings, but that doesn’t mean that we're the only ones to live there. ( @ ) to

co-exist in harmony with animals can surely make our world a better, kinder place.

Notes:
*raven : 7 ¥ ) AT A
*magpie - B F

@ 1 meet 2 imagine 3 wvisit 4 explore
@ 1 buildings 2  people 3 royals 4 animals
® 1 wide 2 deep 3 thin 4 high
@ 1 responsible 2 possible 3 noticeable 4 invisible II'
® 1 world 2  country 3 city 4 village
® 1 guarded 2 rejected 3 discouraged 4 protected |I|
(D 1 moment 2  now 3 time 4  past
1 build 2 leave 3 inhabit 4  destroy
©® 1 existing 2 existed 3 existence 4  exist |I|
1 alone 2 one 3 itself 4  solitary
@ 1 pull 2  maintain 3 hold 4  keep
@ 1 nervous 2 scared 3 safe 4 near
@ 1 ignore 2 take 3  make 4 employ
1 can 2  mustn't 3 did 4 don’t
@ 1 Doing 2 Existing 3 Giving 4 Learning
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Brianna is sitting in a café when Gary walks in.

Brianna: Hey Gary, how's it going?

Gary: Oh, hey Brianna — you look super happy.

Brianna: Yeah, Iam. ( 1 ) has just happened.

Gary: Tell mel

Brianna: Well, you know I've been trying to make it as an artist, right?

Gary: Sure. Your paintings are really amazing.

Brianna: Thanks, but until today I'd been worried that I was never going to make any
money from them.

Gary: (2 )?

Brianna: I sure did! Kind of, anyway. You see, I've been posting images of my pictures
online and someone wanted to buy a digital copy of some of them. They've offered to
pay me a lot of money.

Gary: Hmmmm. How much?

Brianna: Much more than I (3 ). About two thousand dollars each, using digital
currency. They say they have people all over the world who might want to buy
them. AllIneed to dois send them a couple of hundred dollars to set up the account,
then they can start to pay me for my artl

Gary: Wait a minute. You mean that, before they pay you, you have to pay them?

Brianna: Yeah. They told me this is the normal way that most art dealers ( 4 )
nowadays.

Gary: Have you met them in person?

Brianna : Well, no, but we've exchanged a lot of messages. They seem really cool, and they
say such nice things about my work.

Gary:I'm ( 5 ) it to you, but don't you realize this is probably a scam?

Brianna : What? What do you mean?

Gary: I mean that somebody online wants to get money from you and maybe also your
personal details. Once you give them that, they'll vanish and maybe even steal your
identity.

Brianna : But they come across as so honest. I mean, isn't my art good enough to sell?

Gary: Well maybe, but that’s exactly how these online cheats work. They find people who



are doing something they love and try to use that passion to steal money. Models,
musicians, writers, and artists all make good victims because they truly believe in
what they are doing, and that can make them vulnerable to this kind of ( 6 ).

Brianna : But I'm not richl!

Gary: It doesn’t matter. All they're after is a few hundred dollars at first and then, if
possible, they'll try to get your personal details. Things like your bank account
numbers, your home address, and your telephone number. Information like that can
be worth a lot to criminals and they can use it to ruin your life. They can even trick
your friends and family too.

Brianna : I can't believe that anyone would do something like that. I mean, it's horriblel!

Gary: Well, let's ask for ( 7 ). Hey, Patricial

Patricia: Oh, hi guys. How are you?

Gary : Can we ask what you think about something? Brianna here has put some of her art
online and someone has offered her a bunch of money for it, as long as she sends
them a couple of hundred dollars first.

Patricia : Seriously? I mean, it’'s obviously a scam, right? I'm pleased to say that nobody I
know would ever be stupid enough to be tricked by something like that!

Brianna : Ha, ha. Yeah. Um, I guess you're right. I should stay away.

Gary: It just goes to show that we all need to be careful when we're online. There are a lot

of dangerous people out there.

1. 1 Something wonderful
My birthday

The inspiration

Nothing new

= w o

2. 1 You found something
You made something
You sold something

You bought something

= w Do
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= w Do

1

= w Do

knew
expected
described

explored

travel to exhibitions
show paintings
create new art

do business online

sorry to break
happy to tell
careful to explain

quick to show

exciting opportunity
art exhibition
dishonest behaviour

good publicity

another expert
a second opinion
a good idea

an opportunity

. What do the online art dealers probably want according to Gary?

Art and personal details.
Money and art.
Money and personal details.

Art, money, and personal details.



9. Which of the following is NOT implied in the conversation?

1

>~ w N

Patricia was tricked by an online art dealer.

Brianna was happy at first to think she had sold her art.

Gary quickly realized that Brianna had been tricked.

Artists can easily be targeted by online criminals.

10. What will Brianna probably do next?

1

>~ W o

She will sell her work to the art dealers.
She will meet the art dealers in person.
She will stop communicating with the art dealers.

She will become an online art dealer.



Il Read the passage and answer the questions.

A long time ago, in a far-off land, there lived a king who could not find love. Even
though many beautiful women were always introducing themselves and trying to get his
attention, as he spent time with them one after another, all of them really seemed to be
more interested (1 ). “How can I, a king, ever know if someone truly loves me for who
I am?” he used to say, as he sat on his cold, cold throne by himself. At the same time, the
members of his court were pressing him to marry and to have a child so that his roya}IZ)Hﬁ
could continue. As the years went on, he grew more and more frustrated with the
situation and eventually declared that he would never marry anyone. His people in his
kingdom were (3 ), but nothing anybody said could change the king’s mind.

The king began to spend more and more time alone in his private chambers™. To pass
the time, he tried many different arts. First, he tried to write poetry, but found that all of
his verses were dark and gloomy. Then, he tried to paint, but all of his pictures were
(4 ). After that, he tried singing, but his voice sounded more like a crow than a
human, and he had no ear for music at all. ( 5 ), he turned his hand to sculpture.

When he began to carve marble for the first time, the king realised that he had found
the perfect art to suit hi(sé )temperament. The stone was cold and hard, just like his heart,
but the more he worked on it, the more it began to take on a shape that pleased him. The
king sent for a large piece of the purest white marble and began to plan his greatest
project.

The theme of the king’s sculpture was the perfect woman. She had to be beautiful, but
she also had to be kind, honest, and true. It was hard for him, but he did his very best and,
gradually, under his hammer and chisel*, a figure began to emerge from the marble block.
She was slender, and her features were delicate and fair. Her long hair was bound up at
her back and he sculpted™ her in a long, elegant dress that matched her marble skin.

The king thought of nothing but his new statue. He locked his door and his servants
had to push food underneath, then take away the empty trays the next day(.ﬂAll that the

king wanted was to complete his masterpiece. He would often stare into the carved eyes of

the statue for hour(sé )Mi, imagining her looking back at him with gentle love.

One day, after months of hard work, the statue was finally finished. The king stood
back to admire his creation and marvelled at her beauty. He could not imagine a more
perfect woman in the whole wide world. Unable to resist, he stepped forward and kissed

the cold, stone lips, but, when he did so, he was astonished to feez}9 )them tremble and become



warm. The king's eyes filled with tears. His statue ( 10 )!
A few days later, as the servants found that the food they had served remained

untouched, they forced the door open. Upon their respectful entry, they found the king
(11)

lying on the floor of his chamber, surrounded by tools and broken pieces of stone.
Apparently, he had been dead for some time. More upset than shocked, the servants
wondered what had happened to him. Some feared they might be punished if they had
been responsible for the death of the king for any reason.

In a little while their worry went away. In his arms, the king was holding a block with
a crude face carved into it. His beard had grown long, his clothes were torn and dirty, and
his hands and fingers were full of scratches and bruises. He must have kept carving the
face without a break, and, whatever the cost, he did not do so in vain. The king had a

12
gentle smile on his face. It seemed to say that he had finally found happiness in his own

creation — what he had believed, until his very last breath, was the ideal woman.

Notes:
*chamber : a bedroom or private room
*chisel : a tool with a sharp, flat edge at the end, used for shaping wood, stone or metal

*sculpt : to make figures or objects by carving or shaping wood, stone, metal, etc.

(1) Fillin the blank (1 ).
1 in his wealth and high position than in his heart
2 in his wealth and heart than in his high position
3 in his heart and high position than in his wealth

4 in his heart than in his wealth and high position

(2) The wor((i )line here means .
L
1 clothes
2 family

3 message

4 treasure



(3) Fillin the blank ( 3 ).
defended
delighted

disappointed

e

discovered

(4) Fillin the blank (4 ).
clean and simple
clumsy and poor

inspiring and uplifting

= w N

precise and correct

(5) Fillin the blank (5 ).
Finally

In particular

On the other hand

Probably

= W N

(6) The wor((i )temperament here means .
—perament

nature

necessity

normality

= W NN =

neatness

(7) Paraphrase the sentence All that the king wanted was to complete his masterpiece.

(7)

The king did not want anything to finish his wonderful creation.
The king did not want his work to be all but finished.

The king wanted everything to be finished except his lovely piece.

= W N

The king wanted to do nothing else than to finish his great work.



(8)

e

(9)

= w N

(10)

= W N

1

Paraphrase the phras& )M.
at long last
before he knew it
in a vertical position

without stopping

The pronoun )them refers to
(o——

her hands

her lips
his eyes

his feet

Fillin the blank (10 ).
had at last revived
had come to life
was a miserable failure

was what he had avoided

The phrase( Upon their respectful entry suggests that the
11)

= W N =

12

= W N

came to respect the king the minute they set foot in his chamber
did not enter the king’'s chamber casually because they respected him
thought that the king should look respectable even in his own chamber

were only allowed to enter the chamber of the king one by one

Paraphrase the phras(e whatever the cost.
12

although it would be rewarding

despite how much he would get paid
no matter how much effort it took

not knowing why it cost so much

servants



(13) Choose the statement that is most likely to be true according to the passage.
Long after the king had died, people believed that his dream would last.
As the king saw that his dream would never come true, he took his last breath.

The king hardly knew that the sculpture was alive before his death.

e

The king did not realise that the sculpture was not alive when he died.
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One of the most exciting technologies emerging in a wide range of fields today is 3-D
printing. Originally a way of creating complicated shapes out of plastic, it is now possible to
print with other materials such as metal and concrete. This means that tools, car parts,

musical instruments, and even houses can be created usin(g these remarkable machines.
1)

The standard 3-D printer ( 2 ) which most people are probably familiar uses

plastic threads or powders that are heated and formed into new shapes. It is often called

(3)“additive” printing, as a thin layer is put on top of the one before, gradually adding to the
overall form until the desired result is achieved. This is then usually “cured,” or hardened
using UV (ultraviolet®) light. Although more expensive and requiring much more
complicated machinery, metal can be printed in much the same way, usually starting as a
powder that is melted by lasers and built up in layers until it creates a solid shape.

This type of printing is used by many companies for what they call (4“)@
prototyping.” Commercially-manufactured objects in plastic and metal are usually made
using specialized machines, but this can be an expensive and wasteful way to create parts
to try out when designing something. 3-D printing allows the creation of a limited number
of objects at a relatively low cost so that prototypes — experimental versions of something
— can be built.

It might seem like futuristic technology. (5 ), 3-D printing was actually invented
back in 1983 by an American engineer called Chuck Hull. The idea for additive printing
came to him while he was working on a way to strengthen the coatings for tables using UV
light. This proved to be an important part of developing the process of 3-D printing, as it
allowed plastic printed objects to be hardened to the point where they could be used in a
range of applications.

Today, the same technology is used in huge commercial printers which can make
large structures, such as houses. The printers use concrete instead of plastic to make their
shapes, but the basic idea behind (6 [they, is, work, the, how]) same. This process has
the potential to change lives worldwide for the better, such as allowing clean, safe, and
modern housing to be created relatively cheaply in developing countries.

There are a few concerns about 3-D printing, however. One is the potential
environmental cost. There is already a huge problem with plastic waste that cannot be
recycled easily. 3-D printing creates more of this waste, and also releases gases that can

contribute to global warming. Such gases can also be dangerous to the person doing the



printing unless they are careful to wear a protective mask and work in a space with plenty
of airflow.

Another issue is the possibility that dangerous or illegal items might be created using
this new technology. (7 ), many governments are worried about people making
unregistered guns, knives, or other weapons. At the moment, something like a knife is
impractical to make in this way, and a 3-D printed pistol is unreliable and probably more
dangerous to the average user than to anyone else. While this might change in the future
as the capabilities of printers increase, it is also true that authorities are getting better at
finding ways to limit the problems that might arise.

Concerns aside, there is no doubt that 3-D printing is revolutionizing many areas, from
manufacturing to housing and even for home use. Perhaps, one day, people will drive to
work in printed cars, wear printed clothes, and even print their evening meal rather than

cooking it. Who knows what the future may hold?
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Luck is one of humanity’s most useful concepts for making sense of random chance
and the (seemingly) unexplainable. If you find a $20 bill on the ground, you have good
luck. If a gust of wind blows away your $20 bill just as you pull it out of your wallet, you
have bad luck.

Around the New Year and Lunar New Year®, luck rituals around the world are
performed to bring in the good stuff and banish the bad stuff. But what role does luck play
in our everyday lives? Do people actually have the power to make themselves lucky?

Richard Wiseman, who wrote a book about luck and is a psychology professor at
University of Hertfordshire, said that he’s found there are such things as lucky and
unlucky people.

“We worked with exceptionally lucky and unlucky people [in our research],” he said.
“There are huge differences in their lives.”

While “lucky people are always in the right place at the right time,” unlucky people
can’(t1 )catch a break.

“I think a big part of that, not all of it, but a big part of it is the way in which they're
thinking and where they're behaving,” Wiseman said.

Wiseman argued that psychological behaviors are what determine the luck a person
perceives in their life. In a paper published in Developmental Psychology, psychology
professor Jacqueline D. Woolley of University of Texas, defined luck in three ways: a
supernatural event; an explanation people use to make sense of certain events; and a
personal attribute one has within themselves.

In the conversation with the PBS NewsHour, Wiseman focused on the personal
attribute definition, saying that people who believe lucky things happen to them tended to

(z)fare better than people who felt unlucky.

“The lucky people knew how t?g)bounce back. The unlucky ones tended to get
dragged down by that failure,” he said.

So if luck is based on psychological behavior, can you change your luck? “You
absolutely can,” Wiseman said.

He suggested making small changes in your everyday routine, like writing down notes
of gratitude and how you felt lucky at the end of a day for several weeks. You can also
switch up something as simple as taking a different route to work or school. Even

changing up the shows you watch on TV can create new modes of thinking. In the words



of Roman philosopher Seneca, “luck is what happens when preparation meets
opportunity.”

“Another thing is ... being a flexible thinker and having a flexible approach to life,” he
said. “Anything like that will mean you're more open to opportunities when they come
along. S(()4)thﬁ are very simple things everyone can do, but they have quite a large
impact.”

Luck also plays a big role in society, Wiseman said. For example, during the Lunar
New Year, many Asian cultures seek better luck and abundance by using the color red and
eating fish. He said that these kinds of rituals have been around for a long time because of

(5)
the way human nature behaves.

“[Luck] manifests itself in a different way in different societies. But what's
underpinning;)th_at is that we like to be in control,” Wiseman said. “We feel anxious and
worried if we're in situations where we're not in control. And so what people do to try and
court® good luck is all sorts of (7 ), some of them superstitious™.”

Wiseman said luck affects all parts of society, even those people who may be trained to
be more skeptical® of the idea.

“I know very rational scientists that would still talk about crossing their fingers or

touching wood,” he said. “So it's something that’s deepl%l ingrained in our psyche.”
8)

(1)
*Lunar New Year : BEEDIEH, IHIEH
*underpin : #i#E3 5. FTZZ2 75
*try and court : 5 & 9 &9 5
*superstitious : KIE D

*skeptical : BEEEN 72
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HEIBED - Why luck is a self fulfilling prophecy. according to this expert. PBS News Hour on January 30, 2023 by C. Kuhn, M. McGrew and N. Ellis
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1 cause a change
2 get a chance

3 make a stop

4

take a rest
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(4) THER2) fare better OFRE L TR D EU A DZRD 1 ~ 4 O b—DRE, €O
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be more serious

be more successful

have more energy

T N

pay more attention

(5) THEER3) bounce back DEME L Tk d UL b DEIRD 1 ~ 4 DRI 5 —DR, &

DFEFET— 7 LS,
1 recover

2 reject

3 reply

4  resign
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(9) TH#ER6) that 35T HDE KD 1 ~4 DHDP LD, TDOFTEI—7 LBV,
These kinds of rituals have been around for a long time.
the way human nature behaves

a different way in different societies

T N

Luck manifests itself in a different way in different societies.
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1 rituals

2  roles

3 routes

4

rules
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