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Do you check the weather forecast every day?

I acquired this habit when living in Japan, but since moving back to Singapore, I
seldom (IM. After all, Singapore’s weather doesn’t vary that much. As an equatorial **
country, high temperatures and humidity*? are pretty much a constant throughout the
year. We are also relatively sheltered from natural disasters such as earthquakes and

tropical cyclones™.

(2\What we aren't sheltered from are sudden showers and small-scale thunder-

storms™*. On average, Singapore experiences about 170 thunderstorm days per year
and we have one of the highest occurrences™®” of lightning activity in the world. For peo-
ple who work outdoors, forecasts of thunderstorms and real-time warnings of lightning
risks are very important in guarding their lives. For the rest of us, we simply make sure
we have an umbrella with us.

Of course, we try to check the weather forecast before we plan certain activities,

for instance a picnic at the beach or a day out to the zoo. But many say the forecasts

aren’t always accurate. ( 3\Those who've lived overseas tend to wonder: Why is it that

Singapore’s forecasts don’'t seem as accurate as those in foreign countries?

Contrary to*® common understanding, weather forecasting in the tropics* is actu-
ally challenging. As a small island country surrounded by the sea, Singapore is subject
to huge amounts of heat from the sun, humidity and atmosphere instability *® — (4)a_ll£f
which are key ingredients for the formation™® of rain showers and thunderstorms.

Moreover, our thunderstorms usually last only a limited period of time. As a
. %10 . . . . .
meteorologist™ ~ explained to me recently, our rain clouds can be highly 6 localized. It is
common for one part of tiny Singapore to experience rain and another part to be sunny
all the same time.

What complicates things further is that the winds over the tropics are often light.

So even a slight shift in wind conditions may result in the difference between rain fall-
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ing within or outside Singapore.

Countries located in the mid-latitudes™ have weather systems which are vastly
different from (62UTS: While the weather has higher variation, it is typically driven by
larger-scale weather systems that spread over a few hundred kilometers to a thousand
kilometers and can be tracked a few days ahead of time. In the tropics, rain clouds may
be as small as a couple of kilometers wide. They may develop rapidly over our heads
before disappearing just as quickly.

Unfortunately, heavy rain and flooding have become more common in Singapore in
recent years. With increasing awareness*" of climate change and extreme weather phe-
nomena, I believe more Singaporeans may start to check weather forecasts more regu-

larly, too. Regardless of**® where we live, weather forecasts and data are likely to

become increasingly important in our everyday lives.

(Wi : The Japan Times Alpha, January 28, 2022. “Rain or Shine?” X ) —#Rig%)
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They never meet ( ) quarreling.
@ with @ without
® before @ between

(2) FBRIZPPNLOZELAIZLTBY T3,

I'm looking forward to ( ) you again.
@O see @ saw
@ seen @ seeing

3) TIV—W@BHHIBYFUIAToTLESTHIEI TV,

Emily has already ( ) to London and is not here now.
@ gone @ Dbeen
@ went @ visit

(4) CoFERIERMEI ST 572,

This discussion began ( ) a misunderstanding.
@ with @ to
® for @ about

6) ZOBHARDY 7Ly M, BEEDODDLNENTV S,
This latest tablet is superior ( ) last year's.
@® of @ than
® for @ to
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( ) you don't like it, you have to work.
@O Anything but @ Even if
® No wonder @ That's why

PWIFEFEDLALIZTELR Y, FLTTI SV RAELETELDITNRV,

He knows very little English, ( ) French.
(@D other than @ no longer
® much less @ at best

JLHEEIZHAD EOFAFER LD bRE WV,

Hokkaido is larger than ( ) prefecture in Japan.
@ any other @ another
@ nothing else @ no other

T IRNIKBIEBEAE LG o72DT, ThEREIEPTELRNo7,

There was ( ) water in the glass, so I couldn’t drink it.
@D few @ afew
® little @ alittle

FRAZRENMT S EICHRD T L 72

I decided ( ) to Okinawa during spring vacation.
® go ® togo

® going @ for going
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: Me? Um, I like everything.

: When was the last time you went to a concert?
: Um, a couple of years ago.
:( )

. It was in Osaka.

( )
* Yes, I did.
: How was it?

: It was great!

: How often do you eat out for dinner?
: Me? Um, maybe two or three times a month.

: Is there a place you like?
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: What kind of Japanese food would you recommend to a visitor to Japan?
:( )
: Well, what kind of Japanese food do you like?
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: Do you have a large family?
:( )
: How many brothers and sisters do you have?

: I've got an older brother and two younger sisters.

: Are you interested in music?
: I'm more interested in sports.
:( )

: Yes, I do.

: Can I ask you a question?
: Sure. What is it?
: Where did you get that shirt? I love it!

: ( ) 1 got it at a shop near the station.

: Do you have any plans for the spring break?
: Why do you ask?
: I'm planning to take a trip to Tokyo.

F( )
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A :Thaven't been to a baseball game in ages. Do you want to go?
B I prefer soccer.

A : Really? ( )

B : Sure.

(I

A : Your dogs are hugel!

B :( )

A : How long have you had them?

B : Umm, about three years.

(IR ]

1. I often go to an Italian restaurant in my neighborhood.
. How about going to a soccer game then?

. Oh, thanks.

. There are six of us.

. Where was the concert?

. Do you like soccer?

. Did you go to the concert in Osaka?

. It depends where they're from.
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. Yeah, they're pretty big.

—
e

That sounds nice.
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I never dreamed of (1. such 2. there 3. a 4. being 5. place

6. quiet ) in this noisy city.

REBOMERIIE LB FEL-L VT o L B o7,
The test results (1. out 2. than 3. better 4. she 5. turned

6. much ) had expected.

CHIIEREEREL T KRBT,
This is the bookstore for (1. been 2. which 3. for 4. he

5. searching 6. has) years.

MR EOREETMLI L 5T
It (1. knew 2. long 3. they 4. was 5. before 6. not ) the truth.

72 bZERITHIDIZFDONIE-TEE S,
What (1. is 2. makes 3. for 4. different 5. us 6. happy )

everyone.



