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(1) X : Would you like some more?
Y ( )

I'm full, thanks.

Let me get this straight.

Same here.

[ V R NG R

Those were the days.

(2) X : Would you mind holding this door for a while?
Y - ( )

Last but not least.

Not in the least.

Quite a few.

= W N =

Quite a little.

(3) X : How have you been?

Y ( )

p—

I can’t complain.
2 T wish I could.
3 Me too.
4

Neither have 1.
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(4) X : John is always complaining.
Y ( )

1 T'm on my way.

2 It's up to you.

3 So far, so good.

4

You said it.

(5) X :Ican't run any more.
Y - ( )

By and large.

Hang in there.

Oh, you flatter me.

So do L.

=~ w N =

(6) X : May I speak to Mr Smith, please?

Y - ( )
1 Hold on.
2 Let's take a break.
3 You may be right.
4 You've got me there.

(7) X : Could you do me a favor?
Y - ( )

How about you?

How can I help you?

How does that sound?

=~ w DN o=

How's everything?
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(8) X : Do you accept our offer?
Y ( )

I'll hold you to that.

T'll keep my distance.

Tl kill time.

=~ w N =~

T'll sleep on it.

(9) X : Can you lend me 10 dollars?
Y - ( )

No admittance.

No side.

No, thanks.

=~ w N =

No way.

(100 X : By what age do children lose all their baby teeth?
Y - ( )
1 Absolutely.
It depends.

Time is running out.

>~ w N

You asked for it.
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(FLHE A)

We've all heard the stories. A person comes across a bottle on the beach
containing a message meant for a long-lost friend or a warning meant for a
kingdom or even a poem meant for no one in particular. But to come across one
in modern times is pretty unusual.

Eight-year-old A was lucky enough to find one in real life last
fall. A , who is from Chéticamp, Nova Scotia, found a 25-year-old message in
a bottle in his backyard near the Petit Etang, a body of water that backs onto
the Atlantic Ocean. A  was having a campfire with his older brother, B ,
and two friends when they spotted something behind an old pine tree. To their
astonishment, they found a message in a bottle, and grabbed a pair of pliers to
carefully remove the bottle’s cap. After unfurling” the old paper, A and his
friends discovered that the letter was from Aug. 12, 1995. It was handwritten
by a 14-year-old girl named o from Aylmer, Quebec. She sent the
message from nearly 100 kilometres away during a summer trip to the Magdalen
Islands with family and friends. “I have sent my bottle in the Magdalen Islands,”
the girl wrote, adding that she and her friends would be “super happy” to get a
response from a pen pal.

The As family decided to search for the letter's author. They found a
person with the same name on a hospital website who described growing up
around the lakes and rivers of Eastern Canada. They wrote to her, but never
received a response. As it turns out, C had tried to reach them, but this
time her message didn't make it.

Back in November, c had no idea what was inside an envelope with a
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child’s handwriting all over it that showed up in her mail. C ,whoisnow a
39-year-old doctor living in Wasilla, Alaska, said hearing that her letter had been
found was life-changing. “It's just unexpected news that comes in the mail that
someone found a bottle that you completely forgot about, and that was sent so
long ago,” she said. “It gave me chills for several days.” C  tried sending a
letter back to her new pen pal, A , but the letter was—for an unknown
reason—returned to sender.

Thankfully, after some scrolling through social media, she found A and
was able to connect with his family online. . is working on getting
another letter to A . She said she also hopes to visit him and his family on
her next trip to the East Coast.

[Cited and slightly modified from ‘25 years later: Nova Scotia kid finds
message in a bottle in his backyard: https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/25-
years-later-nova-scotia-kid-finds-message-in-a-bottle-in-his-backyard]
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Sometimes a headache can make you feel sluggish®. But what if your head
fell right off your body? If you were to survive that ordeal®, you might just be a
Japanese sea slug®.

Last month, researchers from Japan discovered that two different types of
Japanese sea slugs have the unique ability to decapitate® themselves and then
grow their bodies back. They think the amazing ability comes from a certain
type of algae® the slugs eat that allows them to live more like plants than animals
—at least temporarily.

One day in the lab, Sayaka Mitoh, a scientist at Nara Women'’s University in
Japan, spotted something super weird*. One of the sea slugs she was studying
had decapitated itself, yet its head kept on moving and didn’t die. Then, a few
more started doing the same thing. She and her supervisor, Yoichi Yusa, then
tried it themselves, cutting the heads off 16 sea slugs. Six of the creatures
started regeneration, with three succeeding and surviving. One of the three
even lost and regrew its body twice.

Other animals can cast off* body parts when needed, like when some lizards
drop their tails to escape predators®. This is a biological phenomenon called
autotomy. But scientists had never seen an animal shed® their entire body
before. In fact, they had previously thought it was impossible, since the heart is
needed to pump blood and nutrients to the brain. Scientists think the slugs are
able to do this because of the aquatic organisms, or algae, in their diets. “When
these sea slugs eat a certain type of algae, they can photosynthesize® their food
from sunlight and oxygen, just like a plant,” Yusa said. This means that once the
slug decapitates itself, its head can get nutrients from the sun and air to
generate a new body. According to Yusa, these species probably developed this
ability as a way of fighting off parasites. The technique allows them to ditch*
their parasite-ridden bodies and grow new, healthy bodies instead.

Scientists think that understanding the underlying processes behind the
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slug’s regeneration could one day help them regenerate damaged cells in

humans.

[Cited and slightly modified from ‘This sea slug can survive without its

head: https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/this-sea-slug-can-survive-without-its-

head]
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(D With the weekend’s arrival of a young minke whale stuck in the River
Thames—not far from where a seal pup was recently savaged® by a dog—it
seems marine mammals are appearing everywhere they shouldn’t be.

(2 Since the beginning of April, an exotic visitor has been spotted off the
coast of southern Europe. A lone grey whale®, measuring eight metres long—
and 7, 000 miles from its fellow Pacific grey whales on the other side of the world
—was seen off Rabat, Morocco, at the start of March. It wandered through the
strait of Gibraltar—and into an enormous trap, the Mediterranean. Since then
its progress has been charted from the north African coast to southern Italy and
the south of France, from Naples to the Cote d’Azur. Unable to find its usual
source of food, it is growing thinner and weaker in its search for a way out.

(3 This is to anthropomorphise®, of course. But the pitiful wanderings of a
lost whale in the Mediterranean or a young whale at a watery dead end in
London seem like a sign of our times. The fate of the London minke, despite its
rescue on Monday morning, seems uncertain: experts are doubtful it will make
its way back to the sea. Another minke was found dead in the Thames in
November 2019. Such animals are often weakened, stressed and disoriented”,
and prey to collision with marine traffic in a busy waterway.

(@) Meanwhile, the grey whale is almost as far from home as it can get. A
resident of the Pacific, turning up in this inland sea. Its presence is ironic, given
that grey whales—once common off European shores until medieval times—
were among the first large animals to be driven to extinction in the sea. The
memory of their time here is now only present in reliquary® bones preserved in
museums, such as the Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro.

(® Meanwhile, off the Irish and Welsh coast these past few weeks, an equally

anomalous® walrus® has appeared, another displaced marine mammal refugee.
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Last week it was even evicted” from the lifeboat ramp* at Tenby. Necessary for
operational reasons, of course. But it seemed another emblem of the way even
huge animals can occupy only the periphery* of our collective anthropocentric*
consciousness. There's a deeper echo, too, of the plight* of our own displaced
fellow mammals, forced to wander the Mediterranean, rejected by its shores.

(® And of course, this is a barometer of the greater health of our planet and
our historic impact upon it. The freeing up of the Northwest Passage (the polar
route so desperately fought and sought by humans) and the melting of Arctic
ice has deluded* whales and walruses into delusory” new foraging® and resting
grounds. Species still suffering the legacy of whaling are hit anew”.

(D At least two other grey whales have been seen in recent years in the
Mediterranean, proposing an awful prospect: of a marine mammal equivalent of
the terrible shifts in human populations as the climate crisis bites. And yet, in
their almost miraculous appearances that have ever affected our culture—in
1521, the Renaissance artist Albrecht Diirer recorded, with astonishment, a
walrus in the sea off the Netherlands—other species also seem to offer some
prospect of change.

All these animals have been prey to human hunters. Minke whales are
still killed for meat in the North Atlantic—in March this year, the Norwegian
government announced a quota® of 1, 278 minkes in its annual hunting season—
while the modern grey whale population from which the Mediterranean
wanderer came was decimated* by ferocious whaling in the 19th and 20th
centuries. The grey whales were even called devil fish, because they fought
back so fiercely. They did so due to the cynical hunting tactic of killing calves so
that the adults huddled around, trying to protect their young.

(9 And yet now, as whale-watching burgeons® in those same, ironically named,
Pacific* waters, the greys approach boats so closely that they allow themselves
to be petted by human hands. It is a paradox. In one body of water, desperate

attempts at rescue are made. In another, the same species are slaughtered.
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But our heartfelt concern for the plight of marine mammals—in the Med,
the Pacific, or the River Thames—speaks well of our humanity. And as we
reach out, in these sometimes pitiful, sometimes joyous encounters, it seems we
might yet find a new degree of hope for ourselves, too.

[Cited and slightly modified from Philip Hoare, Lost and far from home,
these whales are emblems for our times: https://www.theguardian.com/

commentisfree/2021/may/10/lost-grey-whales-mediterranean-nature-planet]
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