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i 1 of the buildings on the block is historic, featuring unique

architectural styles that date back to the early 19th century.
a. Each b. Every c. Al d. Some

il 2 Compared to modern building materials, wood is not a strong
or durable option.

a. so b. much ¢ . such d. more

fil 3 Due to an accident on the tracks earlier today, it that the train

will not arrive as scheduled and may be delayed for more than an

hour.
a. seems b. is seemingly
c. is seemed d. has been seeming
ful 4 it is used incorrectly, such as by overheating or improperly

handling the batteries, the device may break.

a. Sometime b. If
c. Otherwise d. Even though
il 5 According to the park’s regulations, neither smoking pets are

permitted in the cabins.
a. and b. nor

¢ . in addition to d. as well as



fil 6 everybody has problems at some point in their lives, whether

they are personal, professional, or something unexpected.

a. A whole b. Entire c. All of d. Almost
fi] 7 This is the first time scientists this species of ant in an urban
environment.
a. were observed b. observing
c. being observed d. have observed

fi] 8 During her visit to the city, she was staying at the prestigious hotel
my father works as the head chef.

a. where b. that c. which d. wherever
9 A man in a hat approached me quietly and a heavy package.

a. handed me to b. handed to me

c. handed me d. handing
110 We should find out the museum is open, so we can decide the

best time to visit their new art exhibit.

a. what b. whether ¢ . for which d. in case of

fiJ11 Despite a tight deadline, the team their report before the

meeting started.
a. 1is finishing b. had finished
c. has finished d. had been finished



fil12 On a sunny spring day, his lunch in a small backpack, the

young boy walked to the park, excited to enjoy his meal.

a. to get carried b. carried
c. for carrying d. carrying
113 While you’re waiting in my office, feel free to any of the books

on the shelf if you need something to read.
a. help you for b. you helping for
c . help yourself to d. your helping of

fill14 A: Alright, we need to decide which model to buy. What’s your

opinion?
B: I think the first one has a small advantage. Let’s choose _ of
the two.
a. a best b. best c. the better d. better

115 A: We've been discussing this new project schedule for a while now.
What do you think?

B: I'm . I think it gives us enough flexibility to manage

unexpected issues better.
a. disagreeing b. supporting

c. against it d. forit
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Many people think that religious belief is inherent to human psychology.
This does not mean that specific beliefs are wired, but that the brain
naturally believes in supernatural agents. Some supporters of this idea

(1)
argue that supernatural beliefs have hijacked innocent or otherwise useful

features of the mind. But in the book God Is Watching You: How the Fear
of God Makes Us Human, Dominic Johnson argues that belief in God
— specifically, in supernatural forces that can punish—is a wuseful
evolutionary adaptation.

Mr Johnson has doctoral degrees both in evolutionary biology, where
most of the research in the belief instinct has been done, and political
science. He assembles well-known features of the mind in a tidy case.
Human brains have a “hyperactive agency-detector device”, seeing agents

(2)
(spirits, gods and the like) in natural phenomena and random happenings.

This is useful. There is little harm if you overreact to something that turns
out not to exist. But not paying attention to a sound in the dark, which
might be a predator, could be fatal, leading to evolutionary selection of a
tendency to see agents everywhere. The instinct is easily triggered, even in
*atheists. Even pictures can set it off: in one experiment, **an honour-
system at an office to pay for sl(lgeired coffee got more contributions when
someone taped a picture of a pair of eyes on the collecting tin.

Another component in the belief instinct is a belief in justice, the idea
that most people get what they deserve. This may be one reason why even
30% of those Americans not belonging to any church nonetheless believe in
punishment in hell. A third factor is the tendency in most people to put
greater emphasis on punishment than on reward: losing $100 is far more

painful than winning the same amount is pleasing.

Why would belief in an angry god be of any use? When humans

_5_



developed language, they could report people for cheating, freeriding and the
like. Stealing your neighbour’s cattle may easily increase your wealth, but
in a clever and gossiping species, knowledge of selfish actions could spread
and come back to haunt us in the form of an angry village mob. Since
cheating is now costlier, belief in an invisible monitor helps people avoid
those costs, and so survive with their reputations intact, and increase their
wealth.

So much for the evolutionary biology. Mr Johnson brings his political
science into the picture by arguing that societies which punish cheaters are
more likely to survive and grow. He quotes John Locke, a 17th-century
English philosopher: “Those who deny the existence of the Deity are not to

(4)

“*covenants and oaths, which are the bonds

be tolerated at all. Promises,
of human society, can have no hold upon an atheist.” Those bonds and
covenants allow societies to co-ordinate action and plan for the future.

Mr Johnson’s own research into 186 preindustrial cultures found that
moralising religious beliefs were more prevalent in larger and more complex
societies; these were more likely to be policed, use money and pay taxes.
The fact that morals learned from religious beliefs are more prevalent in
more complex societies does not prove that one caused the other. But the

striking number and variety of examples makes Mr Johnson’s theory more

(5)
likely.

This book is not a detailed account of religious belief. Nor does
Mr Johnson bother tackling with modern ****theologians’ subtle and
abstract ideas of God and hell. His subject is the mind, not the deity, and
he finishes by reflecting how resilient religious thinking has proved to be in
the face of science: “Learning religion is part of human nature. Learning
science is a battle against human nature.”

Mr Johnson does not seem an overly religious man himself. But unlike

atheists, he is not out to embarrass religious belief and chase its subscribers

_6_



from the public square. The religious instinct is too deep-seated, he thinks.
Instead, critics of superstition are best advised to work with the grain of
human psychology rather than against it, finding more tolerant ways to
satisfy human desire for something “out there”. What form such an atheist

religion should take, though, God only knows.

*atheists #EfHFA
**an honour-system H F & #H
***covenants and oaths ) & EHY

****theologians fHF#&

(Adapted from ‘In the hands of an angry God’, The Economist, 23 January 2016)

1 T#EER(1) supernatural agents D BRI & LTHTITEL b DA, D
EDa~domPrb—2EY, ZORTEREMICY—7 Led v,

a. ghosts b. souls

c. atmospheres d. fairies

i1 2 Dominic Johnson ®FHiHH & LT, KRLONFEICEIRDBEY 2D D%,
DEDa~dOHhHb—0RY, ZTORTEHEMICT—2 LS,

a. He is specialized in evolutionary biology but has little experience in
political science.

b. He researched historical cases to examine the impact of morals from
religious beliefs.

c. He has a strong belief in God and is willing to exchange ideas with
modern theologians.

d. He wrote his book to show that religious belief cannot be explained

by evolutionary biology.

H#EED | © The Economist Group Limited, London



M3 T#EHEN2) hyperactive agency-detector device DBl & L TARILDWZE I
EORbEL R LDE, DEDa~dOHhs R, ZOiTEHE
Mz~ —27 L&,

a. It explains scientifically why natural phenomena and random
happenings occur.

b. It prevents us from overreacting to a sound in the dark.

c. It allows us to directly face fatal situations and promote evolution.

d. It makes us do the right thing in response to a picture of eyes.

M4 TREGIIt T L DOL LTARLOWNEICE ) ROEDZbOE, 2F
Da~dOHrs—2%0, FORFEHEMIIT—7 L Ev,
a. the belief instinct b. a human brain

c. evolutionary selection d. an atheist

15  T#E4) the Deity DERE L TALONFIZE ) Ik bEI 2 b D%, O
<

EDa~eDHPL—DEY, ZORFGEMEMII~—7 Lk 3w,
a. Leader b. God c. Morality

d. Satan e . Justice



6 TFHEEN5) Mr Johnson’s theory I2 DWW TARLONEIZE ) b WU 2 b

] 7

D%k, DEDa~fDOHPLTORY, FORTrRERII~Y—7 LS
Vo BB, TOOMEIRE UBERIIY—27T5HZ L,

. The idea of justice and concern for reward are components in the

belief instinct.

. Faith in an angry god helps people to cheat, freeride and increase

their wealth.

. A fear of possible punishment can help societies grow more.
. The bonds of human society are strengthened by atheists.

. Morals from religious beliefs are widely seen in large and complex

societies.

. It is against human nature to try to learn religious beliefs

scientifically.

ALXOWNEIZEIRDLEY 2D D%E, DEDa~dOfhs—2F, %
DFT * ERIZ~

— 7 L7 E W,

. Thirty percent of Americans do not go to church and are

questioning punishment in hell.

. It is proved that societies get larger and more complex because of

morals from religious beliefs.

. Johnson and atheists attack religious people to justify their

argument.

. Human beings tend to believe in supernatural forces.
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Belief in divine punishment may be inherent and a useful evolutionary

adaptation, helping humans overcome ( ).
b. selfishness

a. selflessness
d. self-sameness

c. self-awareness
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(1) With my face pressed up against the cool car window, I stared out at
the wintery wonderland. A line of cars stretched before us, twisting and
curving along the mountain road like colorful stitchwork. It was a
beautiful sight, but as the hours passed and the car continued to idle, creep
a couple of meters only to idle again, the magic of snowfall began to dwindle
and its true character revealed itself to my young heart. 1 felt like a child
finding out the news of Santa Claus’ existence — heartbroken and betrayed.
(2) Snow had always been good to me, allowing the creation of magical
worlds where my imagination could flourish. But snow was now to me
what it was to adults. An inconvenience. Perhaps it was time for me to
grow up. I was a teenager after all. I couldn’t keep a quixotic view of life
forever — everything isn’t rainbows and butterflies. %}Iaybe learning this
hard truth about snow was my first step into adulthood. The truth of the
matter was this moment was in the making for some time.

(3) My celebratory snowfall dance had been losing its enthusiasm recently.

At this age, I just couldn’t justify dancing around the house for some wet

(B)
white stuff from the sky. No, I had to adjust to a more fitting course of

celebration. Usually a simple, unemotional “cool.” Yet, despite the lack of
enthusiasm I showed in such a response, in my heart I continued to dance.
But not today. Today there was nothing to dance about. Snow had taken
away our fun family road trip and left us with nothing but full *bladders

and empty C

(4) “Mom, I'm hungry and have to pee,” my brothers and I complained.
(5) “I know, guys. I'm hungry and have to pee, too. Why don’t you go in

the bushes over there? No one will see you,” she replied, oblivious to the



dozens of cars that surrounded us, each occupied by multiple pairs of
peeping eyes. But before we could reject her shocking suggestion, there
was a tap on our window.

(6) “How you folks doing?” the friendly stranger asked. How did we look
like we were doing? We were a family of five, crammed into a tiny car,
going on our second day of no sleep. We were obviously miserable.

(7) “Well, not too great actually. We've been stranded here since last
night.” My dad went on to explain to the man our predicament and the
affliction brought onto us by the snow, my backstabbing friend.

(8) “Well, why don’t you folks follow me? I'm from this area, and I know of
a hotel that might have a vacancy,” the man replied.

(9) Perhaps it wasn’t the wisest thing to follow a stranger through back
roads of a town we did not know, but there had been too many sleepless
nights stuck on the road. We were too bewitched by the spell of a

(D)
stranger’s promise to heed to common sense. We pulled out of the long

stretch of idling traffic and followed the man up the mountain, weaving,
turning, and winding before making our descent back down the other side
until we came to a stop at the bottom.

(100 The man pulled up next to us and rolled down his window. “Well, I got
some bad news for you all. It looks like the hotel is fully booked. But
there is a restaurant right down the road where we can get a bite to eat and
then figure out what to do. A friend of mine is going to meet us there.
She might have an idea.” It was disappointing news but softened by the
hope of food. We might not have a place to stay tonight, but at least we
won’t be hungry.

(1) We could smell the inviting aroma of home-style cooking wafting
through the restaurant as soon as we opened the door. The delicious smell
alone was enough to re-energize me. The waitress led us to a large table in

the back corner where we were joined by a small young woman.



(12 “This is my friend I was telling you about. Her parents have a large
home near here and have offered to put you up for the night,” said the man.
Oh, blessed miracle! Our hearts nearly leapt for joy. It was but an hour
ago we sat idling in impenetrable traffic, hungry and exhausted. But here
we were sitting down to a hot meal with the promise of a warm bed to come.
(13 It has been a couple of years now, but I still think about those kind
people who rescued us from the snowbound street. They appeared out of
nowhere, an obscure silhouette in the skyline, to become our rescuers, our
angels. Perhaps I was too hard on snow. Perhaps snow wasn’t as bad as
adults made it out to be. After all, it did send us help, didn’t it?

(14 “Look out your window. It’s snowing!” my mom’s voice called up to

me from downstairs.

15 “Cool,” I replied.

*bladder BERE(IZH Z9)

11 Which sentence best summarizes the main idea in paragraph (1)?
a. The narrator was having car trouble.
b. The narrator didn’t think Santa Claus was real.
c. The narrator was becoming frustrated with snow.

d. The narrator was taking a road trip up a snowy mountain.

fil 2 Based on the content of paragraph (2), what does the underlined word

quixotic mean?

(A)
a. idealistic b. suspicious
c. realistic d. distracting



il 3 Based on the content of paragraph (3), what does the narrator mean

in the underlined sentence At this age, I just couldn’t justify dancing
(B)
around the house for some wet white stuff from the sky. ?

a. The narrator felt he was too old to show his excitement when it
snowed.

b. Because of his age, the snow made his legs hurt when he moved
around the house.

c. The narrator couldn’t explain well why he liked dancing in the
SNow.

d. The narrator danced to get warm because his house was so cold

when it snowed.

il 4  Which word best fits in space C ?

a. heads b. hands ¢ . mouths d. stomachs

fil 5 Based on the content of paragraph (5), why didn’t the narrator and his
brothers want to follow their mother’s suggestion?
a. They weren’t listening to her.
b. They were embarrassed.
¢ . The bushes were too far away.

d. A man interrupted them.



il 6 Based on the content of paragraph (9), what does the narrator mean

in the underlined sentence We were too bewitched by the spell of a
(D)
stranger’s promise to heed to common sense. ?

a. It’s not common for strangers to break promises that they make.

b. The stranger was a witch who cast a spell on them that made it
difficult to pay attention.

c. They were so tired that they couldn’t think clearly about what they
were doing.

d. They couldn’t pay attention to the other cars on the road because of

the snow.

il 7 Based on the content of the story, what did the narrator and his
family most likely do after eating at the restaurant?
a. They went to the house of the woman’s parents.
b. They slept in their car for another night.
c. They booked a hotel and stayed there.

d. They went to the house of the man who helped them.

] 8 Why did the narrator say “cool” at the end of the story?
a. The snow made him feel cold.
b. He didn’t believe that it was snowing.
c. He was excited about snow again.

d. He no longer liked snow.

19  Which of the following would be the best title for the story?
a. Snowing in My Hometown b. Snowfall at Sunset

c. A Picnic on a Snowy Day d. Angels in the Snow
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*the inauguration ceremony (KFEFHED ) FATF

**renaissance VA v A, SCEAHEL

***the Black Lives Matter movement 7 7V #1327 A H NS 587
& NEERN B3 % EE)

(Adapted from “Unity With Purpose: Amanda Gorman and Michelle Obama Discuss Art,

Identity and Optimism”, TIME , 2021)

Rl 22t A ~ E WAL EY R HFEY, DEXDa~f D
MWHFNEN—2EY, FORFEMERII~—7 Lad v, 72721, [
Cbor ED b &, FEHEIEIANELRLDON—2H 5,

a. reflect b. exploring c . utilized

d. finds e. rejected f. calling

2 THEOEA2ESTbOL LTRLEYNREDE, 2EDa~dOHPrsH
— O, ZORTEHREMIZY—27 LS,
a. the importance of an African-American president
b. the great popularity of President Trump
c. the inauguration poem written by Gorman

d. the flourishing of Black art and creativity

M3 THEEN) underestimate DR LI BITAERICKRD LV DE, DED
a~eDHPPL—2FY, ZORGFEMEMIC~Y—7 L& 3w,

a. misunderstand b. disregard
c. stimulate d. exaggerate

e . withstand



M4 THEE(Y) dead white men 283D & LTk #EY 2 D%, DX Da
~dDOHPL—2FY, FOREAMEMII~Y—27 LS,
a. Winston Churchill and Abraham Lincoln

b. male teachers who taught poetry at school
c. well-known writers of poetry from the past

d. writers whom Gorman considers cool

15 Gorman DEWEDA VAL —2 3 oW T, £ V7 a2—DHNEIZ
EImROBEN L bD%E, DEDa~dOPrsL—2RY, ZORE 2 HE
flz~—27 Lagdwv,

a. She is more inspired by historical figures than by contemporary
poets.

b. She gets inspiration from her discussion with Michelle Obama.

c. She draws inspiration not only from poets but also from other
sources.

d. She is hardly inspired by Black artists and their creative works.

16 The Hill We Climb \22\WT, 4 ¥ Ea—ONFEIZE) R LEL %D
DE, 2EDa~dOHhb—0FEY, ZORTEHEMIIY—2 LS
Vg
a. The poem contains some references to the history of slavery.
b. It includes the phrase ‘They buried us but they didn’t know we were
seeds’.
c. It is one of Gorman’s poems inscribed at the base of the Statue of
Liberty.

d. The poem became popular during the Black Lives Matter movement.



M7 THEE) We have seenthe (1 )( 2 ) which ( 3 )( 4 )

(5 )( 6 ) and used to take away our humanity. ®( 1 )~
(6 )ICALERLEYLHFEL, DXDa~{OhHrbEnth—o%
OCEL 2T ST, TORLGEREMIY—7 LS v, 72720, FUb
D ZFEU EfibanZ &,

a. in b. wviolated c. language

d. has e. ways f. been

8  THEERCH lightning that strikes once D EK E L Tk b #EYI 2 b D%, D
EDa~dOHPL—20RY, ZORTWHEMIC~Y—27 LaE v,

a. a person with enduring influence

b. something that could harm traditional poetry

o

. the glory that Gorman aims for

d. temporary fame and attention

9 A Ea—ONFEIEIRLEYLRLDE, 2EDa~dOFPH—D
B, TORTEHREMIY—27 Led v,

a. Gorman disagrees with the idea that poetry plays an important role
in social movements.

b. Gorman admits that her generation is more tolerant of racism and
injustice.

c. Gorman believes that poetry helps us to understand history and
envision a better future.

d. Gorman holds a preference for a conservative and exclusive

understanding of poetry.



